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Where is This? Contest 
 

 Mystery Bricks 
 

 Part of our past 

 in bricks once cast 
 might bring to our minds those long gone, 
 whose skills in clay have not wasted away 
 and in Aurora still carry on.   
 

 So move your feet  
 To Aurora’s Main Street. 
 Hurry now! Don’t procrastinate!  
 Give us your guess with your name and address. 
 Come and enter before it’s too late.  

                                                                                                                             
Head to Historic Downtown Aurora and see if you can find these bricks.  They can be any 
place in the Historic District, which covers Fifth Street to Hogan Creek and the Ohio River to 
US 50.  Send in your guess on the entry form below.  If it is the correct answer your entry 
will be included in a drawing to win $20.  The correct answer for this picture will be printed 

in the February/March 2015 newsletter along with the winner. 

Main Street Aurora is comprised of a       
volunteer Board of Directors that           

guides the organization.   

 
 Board of Directors  

James G. Waldon, President 
Dr. Matthew B. Probst, Past President 

Nancy Fahey Turner, Treasurer 
Cindy Rottinghaus, Secretary 

Pamela Brandes 
R. Brett Fehrman 

Judy S. Hizer 
Wayne Schroeder 

  
Executive Director 

Bethany S. Ross 

 
Mission Statement 

The Mission of Main Street Aurora                
is to revitalize the historic downtown       

physically, commercially, and                      
as a community gathering place.  

Where is This? Contest Entry Form 
 

Name: ________________________________________   Phone Number: ______________________ 

Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Mystery Bricks Location: _______________________________________________________________ 

You must have your entry in by January 8th.  Only one entry per person!  
Mail completed entry form to: Main Street Aurora, PO Box 156, Aurora, IN 47001 

    

  

Live Reindeer 
Sunday, December 7th & 21st  

The Indiana Reindeer Reserve is ready to supply Santa with 
reindeer if needed.  Meet the reindeer in person from 1-4 pm 
at the Lions building, Second & Main Streets.  Bring your 

camera to make some great holiday memories.  Sponsored by 
the Aurora Public Library District Foundation. 

Holiday Pet Parade 
Sunday, December 14th 

Santa couldn’t make his sleigh move without some furry 
friends so we can’t forget ours.  All pets are welcome at this 

annual parade—bring your dogs, cats, chickens, goats, gerbils, 

horses and pigs!  Free pet photos with Santa.  Parade forms at 
the corner of Bridgeway and Second Streets at 2 pm.      
Sponsored by Main Source Bank. 

    Aurora Express & Polar Express 
    Sunday, December 14th & 21st  

The Aurora Express will be stopping downtown 
again this year!  You can hop aboard this authentically      

designed trackless train from 1-5 pm at the Lions building, 
Second & Main Streets.  The rides are free, the memories-
priceless!  Sponsored by the Dearborn Community Foundation 
Lawrenceburg Community Grant Program.      

            

Make the day extra special by planning to ride up to the    

historic train depot at 1 pm for a reading of The Polar Express.     
This experience will make you believe in holiday magic.    
Sponsored by the Aurora Public Library District Foundation. 

Village Organists Recital 
Sunday, December 7th  

The annual recital of organists from Aurora’s downtown 
churches will be held at St. John Lutheran Church, 222       

Mechanic Street, at 2 pm.  A reception hosted by St. John  
Lutheran School's 7th and 8th grade students will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is welcome to attend this free concert. 

1 11 1 t ht h   A n n ua l  A n n ua l  M i ra c l e  o n  M ai n  St re eM i ra c l e  o n  M ai n  St re e tt  

A Victorian Christmas at Hillforest 
Throughout December 

Visit beautiful Hillforest decorated in Victorian splendor for 
the holiday.  Open House: Saturday, December 6th; Victorian 

Christmas Tea events: 9th & 11th; Tours: during regular 
hours.  Open Tuesday – Sunday, 1-5 pm.  Call 812-926-0087 
or visit www.hillforest.org for more information. 

Aurora Lions Club Breakfast with Santa 
        Saturday, December 6th, 13th & 20th  

Enjoy breakfast, crafts and photos with Santa at the Lions building, 
Second & Main Streets. Thanks to the Dearborn Community  
Foundation's Lawrenceburg Youth Fund, there is no charge for 
children 10 and under.  Adults and children over 10 may attend 
for just $6.  Breakfasts begin at 8:30 am and 10:30 am.          
Call 812-926-2499, 9 am—9 pm, for reservations.  

 

Visit www.aurora.in.us for a complete list of events 

http://www.hillforest.org
http://www.aurora.in.us


For more information on activities and events in Historic Aurora 

please visit www.aurora.in.us or call 926-1100               

Main Street Aurora…. Working to Make a Difference!  

A u r o r a  R a m b l i n g sA u r o r a  R a m b l i n g s   
 

     This new Main Street Director is driving me batty!  She says 
it’s time to come up with another story line already.  I thought 
I just did one!  Seriously these months are rushing by too, too 

fast, but this is my favorite time of year, so I will try to survive 
with a smile! 
     Bethany Ross has done a good job in replacing Karla 
Schmeltzer as Main Street Director.  She is probably too nice 
and not as bossy as Karla.  I hear someone screaming, from 
down on Laughery creek!  Just kidding, Karla! Bethany is part 
of the always changing cast of characters here in Aurora, and 
we hope the State does not take away too many of the gaming  
dollars, as that’s what provides the many programs that Main 
Street does for downtown promotion. 

     Speaking of good people, our community lost a truly      

genuine good person, Bobby Laker.  Bob was an Aurora boy via 

Cochran, and was one of those people that make Aurora so 

special to be part of.  I first remember him at the Gambles 

store, when he sold this 10 year old my first lawn mower. My 

Dad said are you sure you do not want to go to look at others, 

and I said “No, I want to buy one from the nice guy!”  With his 

lovely wife Alyce, they raised their family here, and gave his all 

to his community. St. John Lutheran Church and School, Aurora 

Lions Club, Korean Veterans, River View Cemetery all benefited from 

his participation and rewarding efforts, always with a smile and 

never a grumble.  So in this season of giving thanks, a big 

“Thank You” Robert Laker, a life well lived! 

Randy Turner, Aurora Utilities Superintendent &                                

City of Aurora Clerk-Treasurer  

A Letter from the City Manager 
 

     As the first female City Manager for the 

City of Aurora, it is my honor and privilege 

to be a proactive facilitator for progress on 

behalf of Aurora’s future.   The level of 

support from Mayor Donnie Hastings, Jr., 

City Council, City Atty. Jeff Stratman, 

Clerk Treasurer/Utilities Supt. Randy 

Turner, City Departments and within the 

community has been astounding and so very appreciated.   

     As City Manager, under the direction of the Mayor and City 

Council, my priority focus will be the coordination of Code        

Enforcement, Comprehensive Plan, Blight Elimination Program, 

Parks & Recreation, Aurora Community Center, Utilities and    

Infrastructure, Aurora Sewer Main Project & Main Street Sidewalk 

Program, as well as, analysis & review of administrative policies/

procedures, seeking alternative revenue resources and determine 

budget savings strategies.  As you can tell, our plate is full.  

     Aurora is known for its beautiful river vistas, welcoming     

spirit, volunteerism and historic heritage.  A safe, vibrant,      

prosperous and actively engaged community lends to quality of 

life recognized as a common goal for local residents, families,  

local business owners, community leaders, and within our 

schools.  I’m excited, energized and looking forward to working 

and living alongside the citizens of Aurora.   

     I encourage you to be a part of the Aurora Comprehensive 

Planning process for future development and downtown           

revitalization.  Please feel free to stop by the City Building or 

email me at gemery@aurora.in.us for more information & to 

share your vision for the City of Aurora.  Thank you again for  

your warm welcome and support.   

     Catch-A-Ride 
Need some help getting from point A to point B?  
Public transportation is a valuable service and is 
available to you right here in your hometown and 

beyond.  Catch-A-Ride, a service of Lifetime 
Resources, serves Dearborn, Ohio, Ripley, Decatur, 

Jefferson & Switzerland counties.  Rides can be scheduled up to 7 
days in advance.  There are no restrictions on eligibility or trip 
purpose.  The service operates Monday-Friday, 6 am to 6 pm, 
and the standard fare for 0-5 miles is $1.50, with reduced and 
subscription rates available as well.  Call Catch-A-Ride at       
812-432-3960 or 800-330-7603, or visit www.car.lifetime-resources.org 

Coalition for Children’s           

Christmas Toys 
Please donate your new, unwrapped toys and 
games to the Coalition Center located at 411 
George Street in Aurora from December 1st 
thru 17th, Monday-Friday, 10 am to 5 pm and 
on Saturday, December 6th & 13th from 10 
am to 1 pm.  There are several ways you can help and 100% of 
donations stay in our community.  Please call Karry Hollan at  
926-1198, or email ccct411@gmail.com for more information. 

Tom Ward Art Prints 
Celebrated artist and Aurora native 
Tom Ward has recreated a scene    
from historic Aurora, circa 1945,        
in his Palace Theater painting.  For      
information about how you can order 
this 11” x 14” print, call Main Street 
Aurora at 812-926-1100 

Good Eats for a Good Cause 
 

The Aurora Lions Club will be hosting their Third Annual “Feed 
the Hungry” Chili Spaghetti Dinner to benefit local food banks  
on Friday, January 30th, 4 - 6:30 pm, $7 for adults and $3 for 
children.  Bring a canned or boxed food item for the food pantry 
and get a dollar off!  Come to the Lions building, Second & Main 
Streets, to warm your winter blues away as you warm the 
hearts and homes of those in need.   

Where Is This? Contest News  
 

The Main Street Aurora October/November news-
letter included another mystery item in the Where is 
This? contest.  21 entries were received with all of 
those correct.  The  mystery brackets are located on 
the home at 401 Fifth 
Street. 
 

Rebekah Kinnett was the winner of the 
random drawing from all the correct 
entries.  Rebekah received a check    
for $20 from Main Street Aurora.  We 
hope you will be looking for the new 
mystery item and enter the contest!   

New Contest Beginning February 2015 
 

     Main Street Aurora is pleased to announce a new contest   
beginning with the February/March 2015 edition of this       
newsletter.  The contest is called “Where Is It?”  Participants will 
try to find a miniature replica of our very own beautiful   Hillfor-
est mansion in the window of a business or residence in the his-
toric district.     
     We thank Karla Fry Schmeltzer and Matt Probst for their     

contributions in making the Where Is This? contest a success.  
Special thanks to Jim Waldon for his many creative rhymes and 
interesting details for us to find on the great places in Aurora.       
We also thank those of you who have participated faithfully in  
this contest.  We certainly hope you will continue to participate  
by visiting our downtown to locate “Hillforest” in miniature! 

mailto:gemery@aurora.in.us
mailto:ccct411@gmail.com

